Department for Business
Innovation & Skills

BIS

Mark Prisk MP

John Hayes MP Our ref: 252257
House of Commons Your ref:

London

SW1A 0AA e July 2011

N TA-

| write in reply to your letter of the 24 May to Ed Vaizey, in which you enclose
an email from your constituent Mr P of

addressing issues concerning Power Line
Communication Technology (PLT) and European Harmonised Standard EN
55022. | am replying as the issues fall to me as Minister of State for Business
& Enterprise.

Unfortunately, the strong views relating to the use of PLT expressed by your
constituent are well known to both The Office of Communications (Ofcom) and
me; Ofcom having the responsibility for enforcement of the Electromagnetic
Compatibility Regulations 2006 for radio spectrum issues. However, the
views held by Mr P are equally strongly opposed by industry and those
promoting Power Line Technology equipment. As assistance to all interested
parties Ofcom have prepared an internet information page which lays out the
perspective from the Regulator and provides access to data, reports and
notices that have from various sources and which have been used to form the
basis of the Ofcom position. These can be found at:
http.//stakeholders.ofcom.orq. uk/enforcement/spectrum-enforcement/pit/

It is unfortunate that your constituent, along with certain others, fail to
understand the compromises that have had to be drawn with regard to
technical standards, such as EN55022, and how such standards fit into the
legal framework.

In particular your constituent has quoted a paragraph from a reply given by Mr
Verheugen on behalf of the European Commission on 12 June 2009, | have
enclosed a copy of the full reply and | draw your attention to the first
paragraph preceding that quoted by your constituent, which notes “that power
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